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Abstract

This essay focuses on the instructional strategies employed in a fourth-year seminar class to encourage reading and
enhance students’ reading comprehension skills. The method blends reading-group activities into teaching methods
of a seminar class that focuses on literature and culture of English-speaking countries. Students joined in-class
discussion groups with peers who selected the same young adult book. The class's goals are to help students improve
their reading skills and to expose them to different cultures by using young adult books as reading material. Based
on ideas of collaborative learning, group activities are also intended to increase students' motivation for learning and
reading. For their final individual presentations, Students were required to expand on the knowledge they gained
from group activities and conduct research on issues pertaining to American and British culture. Weekly activity
summaries, in-class observations, and a short questionnaire administered in week nine were used to track students’
discussion and research. According to the students' comments, they enjoyed reading and group activities, learned
new information through reading, and discovered that literary works can have different interpretations.
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Al. At first, it was difficult because of job hunting.
But once | got time to read it, | enjoyed it.

A2. |
understand different culture.

think it was valuable experience to

A3. It was fun and new experience for me.
“Looking for Alaska” is really thoughtful and we
searched a lot. Before taking this Seminar, | didn’t
have knowledge about YA novels.

A4. Before the group presentation, |1 was not often
read books. So, | thought it difficult to read books
in English for me. But after reading, | could know
many new words and | knew | can read a book in
English. So, I was happy to know that.
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A5. We were able to share our different
interpretations for “Looking for Alaska.” As we
discussed, we came to have our interpretation on
it.
A6. We finished reading “The Giver” about two
weeks .... | tried to exchange my interpretations
with my group members.
AT7. Our group read “Looking for Alaska.”
Through my reading experience, | learned the
importance of reading and interpreting the book
in my own way.
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